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Excerpt: 

The study of this Science of Applied Purification is one which is engrossing the attention of 
all the ashrams at this time; disciples in the first ray ashram, in the second ray ashram and in 
the seventh ray ashram are peculiarly active along these lines, for the destruction of evil is the 
work of the first ray, and in so destroying its effects purity is achieved; the fostering of good 
then becomes possible and is the work of the second ray, of the Builders; and the bringing of 
spiritual energy into contact with substance, and consequently with matter, is the unique work 
of the seventh ray because it is now in manifestation. The rays which are active and in mani-
festation at this time and in this cycle are there in conformity to the Plan and in preparation for 
the externalisation of the Hierarchy and the reappearance of the Christ. These rays are par-
ticularly involved, and therefore the initiates and the disciples in the ashrams of the Masters 
are also particularly implicated.

The Science of Applied Purification is also the Science of Applied Energy, with the specific 
objective in view of “eliminating the undesirable and that which hinders the entrance of the 
light, and thus providing space and entry for the desired, for the good, the beautiful and the 
true”. In the application of this science there is of course no infringement of the human pre-
rogative of free will. This ancient science is concerned primarily with the purification and with 
the redemption of matter, and it is entirely in the hands of human beings, under the direction 
of the Hierarchy. This direction may be consciously or unconsciously registered. The Science 
of Redemption (to which I have several times earlier referred) is in reality the applied art of 
esotericism and of spiritual living which is already being taught to mankind; they are steadily 
learning to redeem the bodies through which they function. It is in reality the art or science of 
relationship between the Life and the lives, as HPB expresses it.

As far as the other kingdoms in nature are concerned, the purification is applied by the Hierar-
chy, through the medium of human beings, and this can be seen in process at this time. This 
present activity, carried on now largely unconsciously, will be redoubled and carried forward 
consciously by trained initiates and disciples, working through and with aspirants. It is this that 
is now being studied in the various hierarchical ashrams, and when applied—after 1975—will 
bring about great and important changes in world living.

Externalization of the Hierarchy, p 693-694


