
SERVICE 
 

A series of online sessions using collaborative group dialogue as a method,  
and a compilation of quotations on this subject taken from the works of  

Lucille Cedercrans and Alice Bailey as a focus. 
 
 
These sessions will be on Wednesdays, 10 am Los Angeles, 11 am Denver, 12 noon Dallas, 1 
pm New York, 6 pm London, 7 pm Rome, 5 am (Thursdays) Melbourne, for 1.5 hours.  If you 
are interested or want more information, click the Contact in the top menu and send us an 
email.  
 
 
Excerpts: 
 
“This lesson concerns itself with Discipleship, which is the path of service tread by those who 
are disciples of the Christ.  There are many of these.  Man becomes a disciple when he 
accepts the Christ, without reservation, and initiates a new activity: that of service.   
 
This path of service is part of the path of initiation, which, you will remember, is the way of 
least resistance for the realization of the Spiritual Soul.   
 
This path consists in a way of thinking which automatically results in a way of speaking and 
acting.  The individual learns to identify himself as a Soul, rather than as the personality.  He 
realizes or attempts to realize that the form is not the entity, but merely the vehicle of 
expression for the true entity.  As he grasps this concept with his mind and allows it to grow, 
he begins to see a whole new world of meaning underlying that which he has always known or 
thought he knew.   
 
Gradually the concept is absorbed, and finally the fact that he is a Soul sinks into the 
subconscious as reality.   
 
The moment this occurs the individual has passed the First Initiation.  He has been born again 
in Christ Consciousness, the consciousness of the Spiritual Soul, the true Son of God.   
 
Remember that at this stage he is an infant in the new state of being.  He must grow into the 
full realization of who and what he is, and just what that means.  Thus he approaches the 
Second Initiation, the next step on the new ladder.   
 
Before he can take any step, however, he must put into right use that which he has.  As he 
does this, he initiates an activity.  He serves his fellow men and passes the First Initiation.   
 
What do I mean by putting to right use all he has? Simply that he must apply that which he 
believes to his daily living.  Then will he know it.  There are very few people in the world today, 
who have not grasped some concept of Truth.  All have entertained something of Truth; many 
on an intellectual basis only, and that, My brother, is not enough.  Truth must be wrought out in 
experience; it must be proved to be of any use in the physical world in which man lives.  It is of 
no use to him so long as it remains an intangible belief, which may or may not be Truth.  It 
must be demonstrated so that others may see, and you yourselves may know.   



  
This term “demonstrate” is one which has been used in metaphysics for a long time, but it has 
been grossly misinterpreted.  When I say demonstrate, I do not mean the acquiring of health, 
wealth, and happiness.  That is of the material world and can be done by anyone who 
becomes one pointed enough to apply known laws which operate in the mental, emotional, 
and physical worlds.” 
 

Applied Wisdom, from the article, Service   
 
 
How do we define the word "Service"? 
 
The definition of this word is not easy.  There has been too much attempt to define it from the 
angle of personality knowledge.  Service can be briefly defined as the spontaneous effect of 
soul contact.  This contact is so definite and fixed that the life of the soul can pour through into 
the instrument which the soul must perforce use upon the physical plane.  It is the manner 
whereby the nature of that soul can demonstrate in the world of human affairs.  Service is not a 
quality or a performance; it is not an activity towards which people must strenuously strive, nor 
is it a method of world salvage.  This distinction must be clearly grasped, or else our whole 
attitude to this momentous demonstration of the success of the evolutionary process in 
humanity will be at fault.  Service is a life demonstration.  It is a soul urge, and is as much an 
evolutionary impetus of the soul as the urge to self-preservation or to the reproduction of the 
species is a demonstration of the animal soul.  This is a statement of importance.  It is a soul 
instinct, if we may use such an inadequate expression and is, therefore, innate and peculiar to 
soul unfoldment.  It is the outstanding characteristic of the soul, just as desire is the 
outstanding characteristic of the lower nature.  It is group desire, just as in the lower nature it is 
personality desire.  It is the urge to group good.  It cannot, therefore, be taught or imposed 
upon a person as a desirable evidence of aspiration, functioning from without and based upon 
a theory of service.  It is simply the first real effect, evidenced upon the physical plane, of the 
fact that the soul is beginning to express itself in outer manifestation. 
 
Neither theory nor aspiration will or can make a man a real server.  How then is it that there is 
so much activity in service demonstrating in the world today? 
 
Simply because the life, words and deeds of the world’s first Great Server, of the One Who 
came to make clear to us what service essentially is, has necessarily had an effect, and men 
today are earnestly attempting to imitate His example, little realising that imitation does not net 
them the true results, but only indicates to them a growing possibility. 
 
All these laws of the Soul (and the Law of Service is no exception) manifest inevitably in two 
ways.  First, there is their effect upon the individual.  This occurs when the soul has been 
definitely contacted and the mechanism of the soul begins to respond.  Evidence of this should 
work out now among the esoteric students, scattered over the world, for they have reached a 
point where the true server can emerge from their ranks, and give evidence of an established 
soul contact.  Secondly, these soul laws are beginning to have a group effect in humanity itself, 
and to influence the race of men as a whole.  This effect is somewhat in the nature of a 
reflection in the lower nature of a higher consciousness, and therefore today we have much 
running after service, and much philanthropic effort.  All of it is, however, deeply coloured by 
personality, and it often produces much harm, for people seek to impose their ideas of service 



and their personal techniques upon other aspirants.  They may have become sensitive to 
impression, but they oft-times misinterpret the truth and are biased by personality ends.  They 
must learn to lay the emphasis upon soul contact and upon an active familiarity with the egoic 
life, and not upon the form side of service.  May I beg those of you who respond to these ideas 
and are sensitive to soul impression (oft-times misinterpreting the truth, being biased by 
personality ends) to lay the emphasis upon soul contact and not upon the form side of service.  
Activity of the form side lays stress upon personality ambition, veiling them with the glamour of 
service.  If care over the essential of service—soul contact—is taken, then the service rendered 
will flow with spontaneity along the right lines and bear much fruit.  Of this, the selfless service 
and the deep flow of spiritual life, which have been demonstrated in the world work of late, is a 
hopeful indication. 
 

Esoteric Psychology, II 
 


